THE   MEASUREMENT   OF  THE  MIND         237
which Spearman has always refused to identify with 'intel-
ligence' as the ordinary man understands it. It is at least
certain, however, that it has much to do with intellectual
performances of all sorts. Spearman is inclined to the view
that it must be identified with mental energy, really an ultimate
hypothesis; that it is " some force capable of being transferred
from one mental operation to another different one.5'
Mental tests, then, would appear after all to measure an
important intellective factor. Does this conclusion mean
that they are infallible in diagnosing the potentialities of an
individual? Clearly, no! Character and morals are left out
in any determination of intelligence; and it cannot be said that
the afTective-conative side of the mind has so far yielded to the
methods of experimental psychology. Yet psychologists have
been persevering in the task of investigating temperament and
will, and a certain amount of success is attending their efforts.
One method used is that of word-associations, devised by
Jung, and now an important part of psycho-analytic technique.
The subject is given stimulus-words, and asked to respond with
the first word that comes into his mind, the time of reaction
being taken with a stop-watch. When the reaction-time is
unusually long, or the response unusual, the existence of a
repressed complex is suspected by the psycho-analyst. But
the method is useful also for exploring the mental content
and the various interests of the individual. Another method
is that of the psycho-galvanic reflex. It was discovered acci-
dentally by Muller, a Swiss engineer, that when one is in
an emotional state the resistance offered by the body to an
electric current is temporarily lowered; such diminution of
the resistance seems to be proportional to the intensity of
the feeling. Psychologists have found this a feasible method
of investigating emotional susceptibility, and have used it
successfully, either alone or in combination with the word-
association method.
Character and temperament are usually assessed by means of
reports and interviews. But Dr E. H. Magson * has proved that
1 How we Judge Intelligence (Brit. Jour. Psych., Monograph Supplement,
No. 9)-